HIV risks in the health care organization.
Health-care workers who sustain an accidental parenteral exposure to HIV are at risk of infection. Although only incomplete data are available to assess the risk, these data are reassuring. The most important lesson for health-care workers in the AIDS era is that nearly all risky exposures can and should be prevented. Greater emphasis on needlestick safety, control of infection in high-risk environments and improved devices and procedures can alleviate the vast majority of hazardous exposures.